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GRACE AND JOY
ABOUND

The preservation of our beautiful cathedral has been an
ongoing work of joy and faith for those who have gone
before me: Fr Laurie Blake,  Fr Tony Percy and Fr Dermid
McDermott,  each of whom has overseen different stages
of the restoration and conservation works for more than
40years.
 
As the only greenstone Cathedral in the world,  Sts Peter
and Paul’s Old Cathedral in Goulburn has been a place of
faith,  hope,  solace and love for the generations who have
passed through its doors and a magnificent tribute to the
enduring contribution of Catholic influence in Australia.
It is an important part of the national heritage estate.

She is a tired beauty and we have a shared responsibility
to preserve and protect this wonderful building for future
generations.

I'm delighted that we are embarking on the next stage of  
the restoration journey at a time when Pope Francis is
calling us to re-engage as brothers and sisters in the
living tradition of our faith. Grace and joy abound as we
work together to achieve the Pontifical blessing that will
enable our Cathedral to become Australia's sixth Basilica.

FR JOSHY KURIEN PP
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The Restoration of Sts Peter and Paul's Cathedral
has been ongoing for decades. It is a responsibility
that has been carried with grace and goodwill by
generations of parishioners because we are so aware
of the importance of our church to the history of
Australia.

The Restoration Committee has continued to work
diligently to plan the next phases of the restoration
program, guided by the Conservation Management
Plan and the National Trust guidelines. These plans
outline the essential conservation works that need
to be completed to preserve the integrity of the
building itself.

The Parish entered into a partnership with the
Archdiocese to develop land at Joseph's Gate and is
now able to draw down funds from that development
to embark on urgent conservation works that remain
a priority for the National Trust.

Once this work is completed we will then be able to
commence the internal works required to repair,
restore and renew the Cathedral.

In this newsletter we want to highlight the work that
has been achieved to date. You will be surprised by
the transformation that has taken place in the
construction of the undercroft.  This work took more
than three years and involved removing tonnes of
rubble by  hand,  from below the cathedral so that
the engineers could underpin the whole building!

And just to assist in that process,  nine tonnes of dust
was also removed from the ceiling void!
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Please join us on this journey to
make Sts Peters and Pauls Old

Cathedral Australia's next Basilica
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With this newly created undercroft, our
foundation bishops are at peace. .



The original design for the Cathedral included a spire,
however the funds were never available to complete the
original 1871 Strombucco design.

While our restoration plan has always included adding the
missing spire,  so much work had to be done to stabilise
the building and the tower itself to enable it to take the
weight of a spire.

Thanks to modern engineering ingenuity,  the spire was
devised of copper cladding,  which has developed the
patina of something that has been there forever. 

It was installed in February 2014 - and many locals came
out to see the tower being craned into place. 

We are blessed that the spire was funded by generous
benefactors who have been acknowledged on a plaque
inside the church. 

The next stage of our work is to complete the conservation
works on the tower,  repair the external sandstone,  and
plan the internal repairs and renewal. There is still so
much to be done to get the Cathedral to the standard
needed to become a Basilica! 

BE IN-SPIRED!
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We've achieved a lot since 2010.

new restoration website
To capture the next journey of restoration and repair, we are launching a new website soon : www.sppoc.com.au 
 where you can sign up to our mailing list to receive project updates. You can also email admin@sppoc.com.au to

have your name added to the list!

For Information about the Restoration Project  
Please Contact :  Fr Joshy Kurien - joshy.kurien@cg.org.au 

A project of the National Trust of Australia (NSW) + 

Sts Peter and Paul's Old Cathedral Restoration Appeal.

admin@sppoc.com.au   Tel: 0262399863

P.O. Box 11 Goulburn 2580 NSW Australia 


